Shallow streams or deep rivers of life?  Helping to develop a sound theology of worship

	1.  What is true Christian worship?  Please could you write a brief definition of your understanding.

	

	

	

	

	

	


N.T. Wright – 
Worship is love on it’s knees, 

whereas Mission is love on it’s feet.
	2.  Please list any misunderstandings, or false understandings, of worship that you can think of.

	· Worship is about rubbing up God’s ego!

	· Worship is about us feeling good in God’s presence

	· Worship is about a particular context, place, or situation:

	· True worship can only be expressed in one particular expression or style

	……

	


Jesus came to establish the Kingdom of God !  (Mark  1 : 15 )

	3.  So what elements do you think are necessary to develop a theologically sound approach to worship?

	· A ‘rootedness’ in the God who is worshipped (know who God is and what God does)

	· A clear understanding of the context in which God’s reality must be made real

	· A creative and engaging approach towards worshippers helping them to become aware of God in their lives.

	· A response to that awareness of God that changes both the individual, and sends the changed individual out into the world to heal and change society (establish the Kingdom of God)

	

	


SO, true Christian worship should:

1. Rooted in God’s reality and truth.

2. Aware of the worshipper’s context (contextually relevant).

3. Life transforming (bringing heaven to earth) (Matt 6:20, Lk 11:2)

A simple method of theological reflection:

· What are the greatest NEEDS in my community or context?

· What do I FEEL about these needs and concerns?

· What do I THINK about these needs and concerns?

· What do these feelings and thoughts tell me about MYSELF, about OTHER PEOPLE, and about THE WORLD?

· What do these feelings and thoughts TELL ME ABOUT GOD?

· Knowing all this what could I do as an act of worship to create an awareness of God’s love, kingdom, and grace, and how could this be used to inspire mission and transformation?
