Right of Admission reserved?  Seen and heard….

1. Please pray and ask God the Holy Spirit to guide and help you in your reflection.

2. Please read  Matthew 18:1-5.  Try to read it from a few different translations so that you can get a wide and varied perspective of the text 

3. Now, please read the reflection below.

These shoes are size 9 and 6.  Children’s sizes.  They are not normally so still because they are used being on the busy, adventurous feet of Emma and her brother, David.  Se how scuffed and dirty they are.  Children are busy, noisy (and sometimes even smelly).  They are learning and thus willing to ask questions and investigate.

Emma and David are little members of the church who welcomed them into the church when they were baptised as babies.  IN the baptismal service the Church promised that it “would so maintain the life of worship and service that these children, and all children amongst us, would grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of God”.  Emma and David belong to a very special family where they are supposed to learn that God is loving and kind.  But they have been told that their church “is a place for old people” and they are not welcome if they are going to act their age.

One Sunday morning Emma and David were excited because, instead of being dropped off in the side hall for Sunday school, they were going to a Family Service in the “real” church, together with their parents.  They were full of energy and curiosity, sometimes climbing on the seats to get a better view, sometimes asking questions to understand things that seemed illogical to their simple minds, sometimes just needing to move.

At the end of the service their mother, Lindsay, felt a hard hand grip her shoulder form behind.  She turned to face a very angry lady who demanded to know why the children were in church if their behaviour was going to spoil it for adults.  She said that if the children do come, they have to learn to sit down and be quiet.  Embarrassment flooded through Lindsay.  The family quickly packed up their things and left, confused.

This a courageous family because it has not left the church, despite the attempts to exclude them bu splitting them up into “adult” and “noise and wriggly”.

How long will they hang in there?

How long should they?

4. What can we learn from this story and the text that you read?

5. In what ways have you seen children discriminated against in the churches that you have worshiped and ministered in?

6. Do you really think that Church should be for adults only?  In what ways can we make our church services friendly for children, yet at the same time appealing and engaging for adults?

7. In the light of the above, what do you commit yourself to do in the churches in which you serve, and will serve?

8. Has anything in your own mind changed about the things you do in Church?  If so, what has changed?

9. Please take some time to pray for your Church.  Pray for the many different people that God loves, who come to Church each week.  Pray for your minister, leaders and members
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Meditation questions prepared by Dr Dion Forster.  Feedback would be appreciated and can be sent to 012 804 8487 or dion@spirituality.org.za





