A morning of reflecting on the inclusiveness of your Church

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

All that came to be was alive with his life,

And that life was the of people.

The light shines on in the dark,

And the darkness has never overcome it. (John 1:4-5)

Let us celebration the generous love of God for us in Jesus

We are alive with his life
God always moves toward us

We are alive with his life
Let us confess our struggle to let God love

God’s love is generous
We feel that our guilt is too dark

God’s love is generous
We think that God cannot embrace those we disagree with

God’s love is generous

Our prejudices keep us from seeing the life of God in all people

God’s love is generous
Let us affirm the deepest truth that nothing can ever separate us from the love of God

God’s light shines on
God participates in all of the moving dramas of human life

God’s light shines on
The light of God’s love shines on in he dark

And no darkness will ever overcome it

The light shines on
THE LORD’S PRAYER IN XHOSA

BAWO wethu osezulwini! Ma liphathwe ngobungcwele igama lakho. Ubukumkani bakho ma bufike. Intando yakho ma yenziwe emhlabeni, Nje ngokuba isenziwa ezulwini. Ma usiphe namhla nje isonka sethu semihla ngemihla.  Usixolele izoono zethu, Nje ngo​kuba nathi sixolela aabo basonayo thina. Ungasingenisi ekuhendweni; Sisindise enko​hlakalweni; Ngokuba ubukumkani bubobakho, Namandla engawakho, Nobungcwalisa bubobakho, Kude kube ngunaphakade. Amen.
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COMMUNION

Let us confess our sins to God (Silent reflection)

We confess that we utterly dependent upon you, Creator of the universe.

Human hands have touched and prepared this bread,

But we are made by the hand of God, in the likeness of God.

You touched us and delighted to form us in our mothers womb.

You brought us into life and will us to eternal life.

Even when we sinned, you never gave up on us.

You provided the Bread of Heaven to heal us and feed us.

Heal us today again we pray, for we have sinned.

We humbly confess that we have not loved you with all our hearts, souls, minds and strength.  We have not loved each other as Christ loves us.  We have kept the bread of life to ourselves in our selfishness.  We have failed to bring nourishment and healing to the world.  We have resisted being broken for the life of others.  We have failed to be your generous people.  Forgive us and heal us we pray.

ABSOLUTION

God is utterly loving, and extravagantly generous in mercy, who forgives our sins through Jesus.  Amen.
PRAYERS FOR OURSELVES AND OTHERS

Gracious God, give us open and generous hearts,

to share whatever gift it is that you have given to us.

Gracious God, give us open and generous hearts,

To give without counting the cost.

Gracious God, give us open and generous hearts,

To be wise in the way of caring for ourselves and others.

Gracious God, give us open and generous hearts,

To hold all our treasure and values with open hands.

Gracious God, give us open and generous hearts,

To recognise the abundance of blessings in each passing day.

Gracious God, give us open and generous hearts,

To accept our talents, whether many or few, and to use them in service of the Kingdom.

Gracious God, give us open and generous hearts,

To be happy with having what we need and to be wise enough to know what it is that we want and do not need.

Gracious God, give us open and generous hearts,

To fall more deeply in love with you, the God of all generosity, so that our hearts are strong enough to give away freely whatever is asked.

O Gracious God, who so generously lavishes our lives with goodness, create in our hearts a deep centre of gratitude.  Remind us often of how much you cherish us, and how much you treasure others.  May we always be grateful for your reaching into our lives with surprises of joy, growth and love. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you

And also with you

THE LORD’S SUPPER

On the way to Emmaus you talked with strangers and sat down with them.  You took bread and blessed it and broke it and gave it.  They recognised you in the breaking of the bread.

Stay with us.  Heal us.  Open our eyes to see You, risen Lord.  Draw near to us and feed us.  Through the sharing, breaking and nourishment of this bread, let us rise again to be given for the life of the world.  Even as you rose and live to bring life and hope.
The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ

The wine we drink is a sharing in the blood of Christ.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Jesus, you were broken to make us whole.  Out of our brokenness we come.  We do not have strength within ourselves.  We do not deserve one crumb from your table, yet you are ever generous and wait to feed us, like a Mother cares for her infant, you long to nourish and heal us.  We come at your invitation.  We come in humility as your children.

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

Come not because you are strong, but because you are weak.  Come not because you have any good news which gives you a right, but because you need mercy and help.  Come because Jesus loves you as you are.

Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s table.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you that you have fed and renewed us.  As we have broken the bread, you have broken our pride.  You have set us free from our sin.

Oh Bread of Life, we give ourselves to be your body, one loaf, to live as the united Church for a Christ healed Africa, for the healing of the world.  We go in peace, fed and renewed in this sacrament, to live and work and praise you in the whole of our life.
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BENEDICTION

Now may the grace of Jesus our Redeemer,

The love of God our Creator

And the healing presence of the Holy Spirit our sustainer,

Be with us, now and forevermore.  Amen.

