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Between a self-styled consciousness and an imposed African agency: prophetic witness 30 years later

Prophetic witness in South Africa continued well after the death of Steve Biko, the founder of Black Consciousness Movement. The confusion about the right name for prophetic witness after the apparent eclipse of Black Theology, a product of Black Consciousness Movement, is a “consequence” of the demise of apartheid in South Africa in 1990. The years following the election that put Nelson Mandela as the first black (African) President in South Africa are characterized by various theological streams and metaphors seeking relevance, specifically, in the new democratic South Africa, and Africa in general. It is almost as if the political situation in South Africa during the days of struggle, when people like Steve Biko and Beyers Naude, among others, really had a mission and agenda for Africa and its peoples formed the basis for theology on this continent. This essay intends to undertake a brief exploration of the circumstances that gave rise to variations and even misdirected theologies within the circles of black and African theologians with the view to proposing ways by which black and African theologians may return to prophetic witness in our theological endeavour.
gakper2000@yahoo.co.uk 

Wessel Bentley, John Wesley College

Martyrs - Shall we die for the church or the faith?

In this paper I explore the growth in Christian fundamentalism as a response to modern ethical issues that face the Christian faith. Fundamentalism does not seem to draw a distinction between ecclesiological expression of faith and divine revelation. It stands the danger of equating its own teaching to that of ultimate truth. How seriously should the church take itself and where does it stand in relation to divine revelation? These are all questions that will determine how willing we may be to risk our beings for either the church or the faith.

pelagius@mweb.co.za 

Bruce Botha, SJ, Holy Trinity University Parish, Braamfontein

The Chinese Rites controversy: Church, authority and inculturation, a lesson for today.

The Chinese Rites controversy concerns the inculturation of Christianity in China in the 18th century. The Jesuit missionaries claimed that they could legitimately use Chinese terms to refer to the Christian God; that Confucian ceremonies were civil in nature and thus Christians could attend; and that ancestor worship as practised by the Chinese was not incompatible with Christianity. Other Catholic missionaries disagreed and reported the Jesuits to Rome. Pope Clement XI suppressed the Chinese rites and as a result all Christian missionaries were expelled from China. The Chinese Rites situation bears some similarity to current discussions about ancestor veneration in our own South African context. Did the Christian Church learn anything about from the Chinese Rites controversy and if so, how can we apply them to our situation today?

brucebotha@mac.com
Ernst Conradie, Department of Religion and Theology, University of the Western Cape

My children’s ancestors: Theological reflections on a personal biography

The theme of the annual meeting of the Theological Society of South Africa for 2007 is “Saints martyrs and ancestors: Theological reflections on prophetic witness”. In this contribution I will offer some reflections on a form of “ancestor veneration” amongst persons of Euro-African descent, namely the very popular hobby of genealogical research. I will demonstrate this form of ancestor veneration on the basis of details on the ancestry of my own children and the Conradie, Nel, Pauw and Heese families from which they come. I will trace their roots to European and Scandinavian countries but also to a sizable number of slaves and persons of unknown origin. Finally, I will reflect on the similarities and differences of such genealogical interest and ancestor veneration in an African context. Such reflections also indicate how genealogies provide ample evidence of the positive (saintly) and the negative (almost demonic) legacy of such ancestors.
econradie@uwc.ac.za

John de Gruchy, University of Cape Town

Redefining Sainthood and Martyrdom: the Case of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
jwdeg@global.co.za
Etienne de Villiers, University of Pretoria

Prophetic theology or ethics of responsibility? Should they be viewed as alternative approaches in Christian ethics?

Prophetic theology and ethics of responsibility are often depicted as alternatives by proponents of both these approaches in Christian ethics. The prophetic stance is defended by proponents as the authentic Christian approach (Kairos Document), and those who propagate “responsible action” criticised as being prone to unacceptable compromise (Sharon Welch). Proponents of a more “responsible” approach accuse those who propagate a prophetic approach as being unrealistic (Reinhold Niebuhr) and irresponsible (Gerrit de Kruijf).

It is argued in the paper that prophetic theology and ethics of responsibility should not be regarded as two alternative Christian ethical approaches. The prophetic mode of moral discourse (James Gustafson) should rather be seen as part and parcel of a Christian ethics of responsibility. In some situations the prophetic approach would clearly be the responsible one, while in others the policy mode of moral discourse (James Gustafson) would be more responsible. In still other situations some Christians may regard a radical prophetic approach as the responsible one, while others see it as their Christian responsibility to adopt a more reformist approach. Different views on the implications of Christian responsibility, do not, however, contradict the inclusive view of a Christian ethics of responsibility that is defended in the paper.

etienne.devilliers@up.ac.za
Anthony Egan SJ, Jesuit Institute of South Africa

Political Martyrdoms: Steve Biko, Rick Turner and the question of “Anonymous Sainthood”

I start by noting how secular figures are increasingly seen in terms not unlike the discourse once reserved for Christian saints. There seems, for example, to be a parallel hagiography, canonisation process among Marxists. This was particularly true in SA during the struggle (as evidenced by reading obituaries in African Communist and Sechaba during the 80s & 90s). What does such secular canonisation mean for Christians - who may sympathise with secular heroes but a wary of calling them saints because they were outside the Christian tradition per se? Using two examples from the late 1960s/early 1970s, I propose to offer one possible answer... 

Drawing on the examples of Black Consciousness leader Steve Biko (murdered September 1977) and radical political theorist Rick Turner (murdered January 1978), I propose to interrogate the notion of 'sainthood' as broadly understood within the Christian tradition through an application of Jesuit theologian Karl Rahner's complex and controversial term 'anonymous Christianity'. I do this because both Biko and Turner are unlikely figures within a traditional understanding of sainthood - deep personal faith, exemplary moral lives, Christian witness et al. 

Though an Anglican who laid the philosophical foundations for much of black theology and occasionally contributed lay [sense: non-professional] theological analyses, Biko was far from exemplary in his 'orthodoxy' - critical [though perhaps rightly] of much of the Christian tradition, he was also somewhat of a womanizer who fathered an illegitimate child. Turner had no significant religious beliefs and had a complex personal life. Yet both figures have exemplified humane [& religious] values of commitment to democracy, the struggle for human rights including the rights of the poor & workers - and called the Christian [and broader religious] community in South Africa to take the struggle for black identity, labour rights and participatory democracy seriously. The human values for which they were murdered were values that reflect the Christian Gospel. Can they then be called saints in some sense?

Karl Rahner's notion of 'anonymous Christianity' and the 'anonymous Christian' will then be critically presented as a way forward for us. I shall address the critique of Rahner made by religious pluralists, suggesting that though his term is unfortunate it is actually his attempt to bring in a pluralist religious discourse...one which may in fact help us to understand such a notion as sanctity outside orthodox Christianity with which Christians can reconcile. 

I shall then try to apply Rahner's 'anonymous Christian' concept to Biko & Turner, suggesting in the process the possibility that they might be called 'anonymous saints'.

anthonyegan@yahoo.com
Dion A Forster, John Wesley Theological Seminary

“Do South Africans exist?” An African theological approach to individual human identity
The answer to the question “who am I?” is of fundamental importance to being human.  Answers to this question have traditionally been sought from various disciplines and sources, these include empirical sources such as biology and sociology, and phenomenological sources such as psychology and religion.  The question in the title of this paper comes from the title of a book by WITS academic, Ivor Chipkin, entitled, “Do South Africans Exist? Nationalism, Democracy and the Identity of 'the People’.”   This paper will not discuss Chipkin’s thoughts on nationalism and democracy in any detail, however it will consider the matter of human identity that is raised by his question.  Hence the inadequacies of traditional approaches to human identity and consciousness will need to be considered.  In doing so subjective and objective approaches will be considered, showing the weaknesses of these approaches in dealing with the complex nature of true human identity.  The paper will then go on to present an integrative framework for individual consciousness that is based on the groundbreaking work of Ken Wilber and Eugene de Quincey by relating these systems to the intersubjective approach to identity that can be found in the African philosophy of ubuntu.  This paper will show how the ethics and theology of this indigenous knowledge system can contribute toward overcoming the impasse of validating individual identity and consciousness.

dion@spirituality.org.za 

Paul Gundani 
The unsainted martyr, ancestor, and national hero: the rise and rise of Dismas Kaguvi of the Chimurenga I epic (?-1898)

gundan15@yahoo.com
Cynthia Holder Rich, Western Theological Seminary

Spirit and Culture: Navigating Ecclesiological Minefields in Madagascar

When the first Protestant missionaries arrived in Madagascar in 1817, they “brought the Gospel” to the Malagasy people.  For this, they are revered as ancestors in a culture that rai ses the cultural practice of ancestor reverence to a very high degree.  New missionaries that arrive today are thanked for their part in bringing the Gospel, and are referred to by many Malagasy Christians as “mother and father” (raiamandreny), no matter their age or status.  With the Gospel, early missionaries brought an ecclesiology and attendant worship and governance style that led them to eschew and repress much that seemed normal to a Malagasy worldview.  This is also understood by many leaders of the “historic” churches (Reformed, Lutheran, and Anglican) to be part of “bringing the Gospel”, and so these churches continue to repress Malagasy cultural practice and to see this as part of their responsibility as Christian leaders.

A new, Spirit-led Christian movement arose in the southern highlands of the island in the late 19th century, and in this new movement, much of what the missionaries had repressed was reclaimed.  This movement has its own raiamandreny (mother-fathers), many of whom come to be understood as ancestors, and none of whom are missionaries, all of whom believe in spirit possession as a real and dynamic part of life.  The new movement relies on Malgasy lay leadership, much of it female.  

This paper seeks to unpack the clashing ecclesiologies and understandings of ancestors within the new movement and the “historic”, mission-founded churches, and to explore the ways these differing understandings set them up for both mutual work and chronic conflict.  

cynthia.holder.rich@westernsem.edu
Joan A Jackson, John Wesley College

In 1826 three Methodist missionaries set out into the unknown territory north of the Orange River on a journey to take the Gospel to people who had had no missionary contact. One of these was a Methodist clergyman, the Rev William Threlfall. The other two were local Nama converts from the Rev Barnabas Shaw’s mission station at Lily Fountain, Jacob Links and Johannes Jager. They were ambushed and killed and their killer was later apprehended. The paper would include their story and a comparison with the stories of some of the early martyrs. These three are generally accepted in Methodist circles as the first three Methodist martyrs in South African Methodism and they went into the unknown fully recognizing the fact that they could lose their lives.

What of the “white martyrdom” of the post –Constantine era that led to monasticism? After discussing the “red martyrdom” of those who lost their lives for their faith the motivation of early Methodist missionaries in South Africa will be examined. These missionaries of the early 1800’s are the ones that Mrs Charlotte Maxeke called “pillars of our faith” at the 1925 South African Missionary Conference. The lives of some of the early Methodist missionaries and their wives will be examined to see whether the sacrifice they made qualifies to be called “white martyrdom”. How may the sacrifices they made be seen in the light of prophetic witness for today ? Finally, are there any martyrs (either in the red or white martyrdom sense) in South Africa Methodism today?

joanmillard@icon.co.za
Nico Koopman, Stellenbosch University

On saints, holiness and public life in South Africa

This paper discusses the impact of saints, i.e. so-called role models or moral heroes on the transformation of public life in South Africa. Saints are defined as those believers who confess and embody the holiness of the church. The meaning of the confession of the holiness of the church is discussed, as well as the embodiment of holiness in and through the practices of the church and the lives of individual Christians. Specific attention is given to the implications of the confession and embodiment of holiness for public life in South Africa. 

nkoopman@sun.ac.za
Louise Kretzschmar, University of South Africa

Spirituality, society and morality: Christian spirituality in dialogue with secular and African spiritualities

KRETZL@unisa.ac.za
Simanga.R.Kumalo, School of Theology and Religion, University of Kwazulu Natal

From reformation to reconstructionism: Christian activists and the struggle for democratization in South Africa

In this article, I attempt to analyze five responses by Church-activists to church state relations in South Africa in the early days of the struggle against the oppression of black people. I characterize the adherents of these approaches as the reformists, moderates, pragmatists, liberationists and reconstructionists. I attempt to demonstrate their influence in the development of the prophetic movement which sought to bring about a democratic and reconstructed society in South Africa. I do this by embarking on a series of typological case studies of prominent representatives of these positions. In the process, I attempt to unpack some of the theological and political thinking that underlies and explains each of their position. 

Kumalor@ukzn.ac.za 

Clint le Bruyns, Department of Systematic Theology, Stellenbosch University

Beyond prophetic ambiguity? On revelation and history in Barth and Tillich

Given the ways in which the prophetic witness of the churches is continually obscured or scandalised by the absence of a clear, thoughtful and ecumenically-shared response to contemporary public challenges, the churches often find themselves in a situation not unlike that of the Kairos and Belhar theologians: 'the church is divided'. Quite often it seems that a distortion in how God's revelation is understood to be manifest in and through history accounts for distortions in how prophetic witness is understood and engaged. This paper discusses how a fresh reading of the theology of revelation and history in Karl Barth and Paul Tillich (with their continuities and discontinuities) provides critical insights for a renewed prophetic witness in and beyond South Africa.

bns@sun.ac.za 

Stan L. LeQuire, School of Leadership and Development, Eastern University 

Finding Untold Stories

In 2003, gunmen stormed the home of José Mathilde Bonilla and murdered him as he ate dinner with his family in the Honduran village of Palmital. For the gunmen, his crime was trying to assure clean water for his remote, impoverished village. How are theologians and public servants to make sense of this story? Using principles of theological thinking, the Mathilde narrative will be interpreted in the light of the Judeo-Christian metanarrative. Then, it will be compared to other stories of caring for the environment. One element of the Mathilde story will stand out from the others - the context of the events is unusual enough to give the reader pause. The price paid by José Mathilde Bonilla to care for creation is surprising to Western listeners. Customarily, environmental stories are situated in far different contexts and do not usually resolve in this way. The case will be made that in fact, it is audience context which may even hinder the theologian from discovering this and similar stories. The story of Mathilde - and perhaps others - risk being undiscovered, forgotten, untold. Are there other such stories waiting for an audience? By a renewed commitment to disciplined observation, the theologian can make sure that she asks the right questions thereby capturing valuable stories about the ways of God in the world and the actors in God's metanarrative. This article makes a proposal that inductive cross-contextual observation needs to be engaged by the theologian-storyteller. Five practical suggestions are elaborated to help theologians improve upon their skills of observation. The article concludes with applications for the global theological community.

slequire@eastern.edu
Harold le Roux, Evangelical Seminary of South Africa
White, Afrikaner Zionist, Pieter Louis le Roux

Sundkler, Oosthuizen and others have written about P L le Roux who was sent by Andrew Murray to serve as a DRC missionary among the Zulus in Wakkerstroom.  In 1903 left the DRC to join a church of dubious reputation but which affirmed believer’s baptism and (divine) faith healing.  He was hounded out of church and pastorie but continued to pastor some 400 Zulu members who left with him.  He had a profound influence on African evangelists who became leaders of the Zionist movement in South Africa.  This paper will investigate some of the motivations of leaving the DRC, and later directions taken by le Roux in the Apostolic Faith Mission.   

Robert Matikiti, Political Theology, University of Zimbabwe

Archbishop Pius Ncube and the struggle for democracy in Zimbabwe

Pius Ncube, the Archbishop of Zimbabwe’s second largest city of Bulawayo, and a champion of human rights and democracy, received the 2003 Human Rights Award. He dedicated his life to the struggle for democratic freedom and human rights. As a result of his outspoken advocacy, Ncube has been labelled a “traitor” and lives under constant threat to his personal safety. He espouses that respect for speech, the equality of human beings, the rule of law and accountability must be seen not merely as aspirations but as necessary conditions of any democratic society. He advocates reconstruction of the Zimbabwe government, and urges strong international economic sanctions against the government to force this radical reconstruction. This paper will examine the contribution of Ncube to the democratisation process in Zimbabwe.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor  robertmatikiti@yahoo.com
 
Llewellyn MacMaster, Stellenbosch University
Where have all the Pastors gone? A Case for Public Pastoral Care in a Democratic South Africa experiencing growth pains

Much emphasis has been placed on the prophetic role of the church and church leaders during the struggle for liberation. In this paper I argue that much of the actions of church leaders during that time could be placed under public pastoral care – e.g. clergy leading protest marches from the front, Archbishop Tutu saving the life of an alleged informer and the many services dedicated to detainees, memorial and funeral services. The question is asked, What happened since the change in the political climate since 1990 and especially after 1994? One gets a sense that there has been a major drawing back into denominational laagers. A brief reference to some of the problems and challenges today – e.g. corruption, slow or lack of service delivery, crime and violence, abuse of children, women and elderly people, drug abuse, show that there is a compelling case for an emphasis on a more public pastoral care.
lmacmast@sun.ac.za
Joseph Tlhabaki Modise, St. Augustine College

Ancestorship as a theological strategy toward the unity of the church

This paper takes as a basic assumption the belief that all human beings are questioners by nature and thus seeks to assess theologically ancestorship as a necessary component in any ecclesiology. This theological inquiry will be guided by the following questions: Can African ancestors who died in the state of friendship with God and all the saints in heaven be regarded as our true Christian ancestors? What characterises the state of friendship with God? What it means for us today that the saints are in heaven? The fundamental question is: How can ancestorship as a theological strategy be utilised as a means toward the achievement of the unity of the church? 
   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor jtmodise@staugustine.ac.za

Stanley M Mogoba (Ex-Presiding Bishop, Methodist Church of South Africa) & I.S Mekoa (University of KwaZulu- Natal)

Saints, martyrs and ancestors: An African reflection on the communion of the living and the dead

The paper will first analyze the terms and history of the saints and martyrs from the various faith communities. Some individuals have stood out as models within the particular community because they were fully representative of the faith communities believed in. With time they acquire veneer of great respect and veneration. They attain holiness. It is not easy to define holiness. Dr Rudolf Otto uses the Latin term, ‘numen’ to derive what he calls :numinous” and because it has quality of the mysterious a nd also awe-inspiring, and has amazing fascination. He uses the term” mysterium tremendum et fascinans’ Our theme “ Saints, martyrs and ancestors” must be viewed through the prism of holiness, to understand how ordinary humans could have stretched themselves beyond others.

This paper will trace the phenomenon in Old Testament & New Testament and African religion 2. Communion of the living and the dead; An African reflection on the communion of the living and the dead: This section will cover the following sub-topics: a) The African understanding of death. How do African people view or understand death? (b) The place of ancestors in the African community? (c) The African understanding of (Modimo- Uthixo-Unkulunkulu, God and (Amadlozi- Badimo-Izinyanya) ancestors (d) How does God speak or mediate everyday with his people. What is the role of the ancestors in African community? A challenge for the church in South Africa

mekoai@ukzn.ac.za
Anthony Moodie, Theological Education By Extension College (SA)

“The sacred”, “Spirit” and “Spirit persons” – Towards a more adequate post-enlightenment Christian worldview

This paper takes as its point of departure two contrasting evaluations of the modern worldview offered by Sally McFague, and goes on to consider the implications of the pervasive nature of ‘spirit’, which Marcus Borg presents as the corollary to his critique of modernity. Inadequacies are identified in Borg’s concepts of ‘the sacred’ and of prophets as ‘spirit persons’ but these are used in an attempt to develop a Christian understanding which is adequate for a world in which the ‘Enlightenment’ construction of reality, which has dominated Western Christianity, is increasingly challenged. The paper’s argument in this regard is complemented by reference to Eastern Christianity’s ‘panentheism’ and its understanding of the this-worldly role of the dead, as well as to the ‘Western Mystery Tradition’. Some implications are then outlined for different interpretations of the nature and significance of saints, prophets and ancestors.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor tony@tee.co.za

Rodney Moss

The companionship model of the communion of saints: recovery from the early Church.

Elizabeth Johnson in her Friends of God and Prophets ( 2003 ) suggests that there are two models from Christian tradition that have been used in the understanding and indeed practice of what is known as the communion of saints: a companionship model where those who have died form a “cloud of witnesses” who give encouragement to those who still run the race and a later patronage model where the saints are seen as advocates and intercessors rather than as witnesses pleading their clients’ causes before a stern, divine judge. 

This paper will investigate the evidence from patristic sources in support of the companion​ship model and link this research to Chapter 7 of Lumen Gentium. Contemporary Anglican and Lutheran responses to this model will be investigated in order to provide a more ecumenically acceptable contemporary theological response to the communion of saints.

rmoss@staugustine.ac.za
Olo Ndukwe (University of Stellenbosch)

Yoder’s Christology and its implication for the Church’s Public Witness in Nigeria

This paper claims that Yoder’s Christology might assist the Church in Nigeria to fulfill its public role more responsibly. Yoder’s Christology paves the way for incorporating some African religio-cultural resources into the theologies of the Church; the study argues. The Enlightenment and its ethical reflection/practices are indicted as origins of many acculturating conceptions, and dispositions towards local religio-cultural resources. Attempt is also made to demonstrate contemporary crisis of Christian identity and responsibilities as hangovers of the Enlightenment on Christian theologies in Nigeria. 

14570335@sun.ac.za

Klaus Nürnberger, Professor emeritus, University of KwaZulu-Natal

Richard Dawkins' "The God Delusion" - Challenges to theology posed by the unequal interaction between a dynamistic-magical worldview and a scientific-technological interpretation of reality in Africa today

Richard Dawkins' "The God Delusion" - prophesy for an Africa worldview in transition? Challenges to a theology in Africa between a dynamistic-magical and a scientific-empirical interpretation of reality. The current African frame of reference is characterised by the complex interaction between African traditional religion (characterised by a dynamistic world view, communal authority culminating in the ancestors, and a vague notion of a Supreme Being) and modernity (characterised by radical emancipation, empiricism, rationalism, pragmatism and hedonism). Both these world views are geared to experienced reality here and now and have no use for metaphysical speculations of any kind. Both have no antenna for a personal relation to a transcendent Being. The real issues between them are: (a) Is reality determined by uncanny forces that can be known through divinination and manipulated by ritual, on the one hand, or by comprehensible laws of nature that can be known through science and manipulated through technology on the other? (b) Is the human being supposed to submit to authority (traditionalism) or to reject authority (modernity)? A Christian faith that has no message in these two respects will increasingly prove to be irrelevant. There is a strong tendency going from traditionalism in the direction of modernity and its postmodern radicalisation. In Dawkins we have a radical prophet of secular modernity that needs to be taken seriously before it will catch up on us.

nurnberger@telkomsa.net
Neville Richardson, John Wesley College

Heroes of the struggle or martyrs for the faith? How do we recognize martyrdom today?
The recent tragic case of the Dundee nun gives rise to the question: how are we to decide between heroism and martyrdom today – and does it matter?  While both heroism and martyrdom are obviously admirable, the distinction between them does matter to the contemporary understanding of the Christian faith and the church in South Africa.

Perhaps the obvious place to begin to look for an answer to the meaning of martyrdom is in the etymology of the term, but its usage has changed over the centuries since apostolic times.  What, then, of the consequences of martyrdom ?  But these have also changed - Tertullian’s famous claim : “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church” for so long assumed to be unquestionable, is open to challenge.  Is it then possible to establish a clear definition of martyrdom?  The approaches of etymology, consequences and definition all prove to be frustrating and unsatisfactory.

The work of Chenu et al, sets out a way of considering martyrdom from the perspective of changing historical contexts.  This “periodisation” of martyrdom is helpful, but  ultimately inadequate.  A more adequate approach, it is suggested, is to be found i n the interlinking concepts of agency, intentionality, practice, character and narrative.
neville-emmu@telkomsa.net
Lovemore Togarasei, Department of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Botswana

The martyrdom of Stephen and its influence on Christian expansion and theology

History has shown us that one step by a single person can change the course of history. In recent history, courageous acts of people like Martin Luther Jnr, Nelson Mandela and many other heroes is Africa’s struggle against colonial rule, have made the acceptance of once marginalized groups back into mainstream society. This paper will show how, the martyrdom of Stephen, as described in Acts of the Apostles, influenced the development of Christianity from a Jewish sect to a universal religion. It will do this by looking at the accusations against Stephen, his stoning to death, the Jewish understanding and interpretation of the death and the subsequent expansion of Christianity beyond Jerusalem following the death of Stephen. It will then show how the martyrdom of Stephen was interpreted by Christians and how it has influenced people’s understanding of martyrs and martyrdom even in modern society. 

ltogarasei@yahoo.com
Detlev Tönsing, LTI / UKZN
JG Hamann – prophetic outsider to the Enlightenment, hidden ancestor for the postmodern approach to a scientific world
Johann Georg Hamann, friend and critic of Immanuel Kant, was an important critic of enlightenment rationality and a hidden source of the linguistic turn.  This paper presents two critiques of enlightenment thought by Hamann, and applies these to the current religion-science discourse. Firstly, it takes a critical look at the epistemological assumptions of lawfulness underlying the derivations of laws in science.  Secondly, it explores the experiential conditionedness and particularity of all thought-in-language. Thereby, it validates Hamann's approach and creates discursive space to explore a constructive metaphor of his and its implications for the conversation between science and religion.  In this metaphor, science is seen as the investigation into the grammar of the book of nature, thereby legitimating the parallel investigations that enquire into the more global aspects of this book.  Implications for the style of the Author of the book and the axiological implications of epistemological presuppositions are drawn. 

Tonsing@ukzn.ac.za
 

Des van der Water, Council for World Mission & Steve de Gruchy (UKZN)
The prophetic and ecumenical leadership witness of Joseph Wing.

des.vanderwater@cwmission.org

Andrew Warmback (ACSA, St John’s parish)

Wangari Maathai: Green prophet of Africa

Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Laureate, is a prophet.  In her own life she brings together a concern for the environment and the empowerment of women together with the pursuit of good governance.   Through the establishment of the Green Belt Movement Maathai was to encourage not only the widespread planting of trees but the planting of hope, both within her native land, Kenya as well as further a field.  This contribution reflects on her life, tracing the roots of her environmental awareness and action, and the impact of her work.  Maathai’s spirituality that has led her to protest against injustices and suffer violence will also be examined. 

andreww@stjohnbaptist.co.za
Jeremy Wyngaard, Stellenbosch University

Community development as prophetic witness

Since the struggle for political freedom in South Africa has been achieved, there is a new struggle that demands the attention of the Church. As a major role-player in the liberation of people in SA from political oppression, the Church is now summoned (in fact, has always been) to fight for the liberation from poverty of millions of people in our country. Since its participation for the political freedom of the masses, the Church has now seemingly disengaged itself from much needed public involvement on behalf of the poor. 

Many churches in the South African context therefore need to reposition itself effectively as an agent of transformation while others need to become more visible in the communities where they are found.

However, the focus of this paper will not be to explain the role, identity and function of the church but to explore, analyse and propose frameworks that can assist local churches who are still facing the dilemma of “which way to go” to participate in Community Development/social action AND evangelism as the prophetic witness in their local community. In this article, I will draw from three prominent community development practitioners and missiologists as I propose three possible frameworks that churches could use in society. 
santuary@mweb.co.za
