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INTRODUCTION.
Central to our teaching over the last 6 weeks about Discovering God’s guidance is that God is not hidden from you!  By this, I mean, that God has a perfect will and plan for each of our lives, and God longs for you to discover and know that plan.  So, as we’ve talked about God’s guidance through the scriptures, through other people, through Holy Spirit, etc. we’ve been trying to encourage each of us to DISCOVER and CULTIVATE discovery of God’s guidance and will.

In fact our reading for this evening speaks of God’s intentionality in our lives it says “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” [Eph 2.10].  God is intentional in designing us (that word ‘workmanship’ is the Greek poiema  meaing a deliberate, loving, work of His hands, something that he has deliberately shaped and fashioned) to do what is good, notice that.  The interesting thing about the Greek word for ‘good’ that is used in the passage is that it is not only moral goodness (i.e., that God has designed us to do things for the good of others), but there is also a sense of goodness as in the word pleasing (i.e., things that are good for us!).  Lastly, there is something very interesting it says that God has prepared these ‘good and pleasing’ things for us TO DO.  Now the Greek word which is translated as ‘TO DO’ is the word peripateo, which means something like ‘to living within’ or ‘to live among’.  Literally we could thus say, 

For we are crafted lovingly and carefully by God to live in such a way that we do good and find good in all our lives.
What has characterised the teaching of these last 6 weeks has been the fact that God IS SPEAKING all the time!  God is constantly revealing God’s good and perfect will for us.  And so we have paid a lot of attention to understanding, how, where, when God speaks.  Tonight however, we’re going to shift the focus from God to you… We’re going to ask the question “If God is constantly speak, then how do I listen? OR how can I hear what God is saying?”

[Slide 1]

Chris used a wonderful illustration in the first sermon here saying that God is continually speaking, revealing, directing, and guiding our lives (as we have learned in these last weeks), much in the same way that there are constantly Radio and Television signals being broadcast all around us.  However, just like we are not AWARE of the signals being broadcast around us, and so cannot make use of them, many of us as Christians are not aware of what God is saying, wanting, and directing in our lives – and so we loose the benefit of that input.

So, this is where the 7 Spiritual Pathways (Based on John Ortberg’s book ‘Closer than you think’) that we shall talk about tonight come in!  

[Slide 2, pt. 1]

These pathways are like ‘built in receivers’ that each of us has – they allow us to intercept, translate, and understand what God’s good and pleasing will is for our lives, why we have been created as we are, where we are, and how we are; AND what God is wanting us to do (literally, how God wants us to live among, and find life within the good and pleasing works God has prepared in advance for us to do.  Understanding these pathways will better help you to discover what God is saying and doing in your life in order to bless God and find fulfilment.

[Slide 2, pt 2]

Now, it is worth mentioning that we all have different approaches to discovering God’s will.  This is part of how God has crafted us!  While to goal remains the same, we will each favour different pathways toward that goal, these pathways are often linked to our personalities, our gifts, our life’s experience etc.  (they have to do with HOW WE ARE MADE – poiema).

[Slide 2, pt 3]

If that is the case then we also need to understand that each of us will also have some pathways that we find unsuitable to our SHAPE… For example, some will hate silence, while others will not like loud worship…

So, how can we discover what our Spiritual Pathways are in order to best discover what God is wanting for us, and from us?  What we shall discover is that each pathway has both a blessing (a strength) and some cautions (things that we need to watch out for).  Well, let’s run through the 7 pathways quickly:

[Slide 3]

1. Creation.

The first pathway is the creation pathway; if you are on this path you experience God best in the great outdoors. If you’re in this group you have the passionate ability to connect with God when you are experiencing the world he made. For most of us in a rain storm we just get wet, but this group feels the rain! Being outdoors replenishes you and energizes you. When scripture says that the heavens declare the glory of God you want to shout Amen.   Being out in creation opens your spirit to God; Naturalist John Muir called nature the “manuscripts of God”. We see Jesus model this pathway as he withdraws following ministry events to the mountains or gets time on a lake. Clearly he liked what He made! 

People on this pathway have to guard against using it as an excuse to escape. Some folks in our day are tempted to say I don’t need church I can worship God on my own in nature, but they miss out on their portion of the body of Christ. I find Sunday morning golfers like to connect their absence in worship with this spiritual pathway. I am reminded what the people on this path already know it’s good to stop and smell the roses, and remember who made them!

2. Worship.

People on this pathway always have a song and a prayer in their hearts. These people rejoiced when they read that the Psalmist said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord”. These people have a natural gift for expression and celebration, something deep inside of them is released when praise and adoration are given a voice. The presence of God is most fully alive when they are worshiping. If this is you, you never check your watch to see how late the service is when we sing the closing songs, you could do another hour. We have people like this, and it is a joy to watch you worship. It won’t surprise any of us that King David was wired this way, he wrote most of the Psalms. Scripture tells us that he got so caught up in worshipful exuberance that he stripped down to his birthday suit and danced through the streets of Jerusalem. I know a few folks here at Bryanston who are that way (except of course for getting their kit off!). If you have Anglican or Catholic roots the thought of this freaks you out. 

The caution for this pathway is that you can’t judge people who don’t raise their hands in worship, who don’t yell amen when I throw down theological slam dunk in worship. You can grow dependent on music to lift your heart to God and have to be careful that you don’t begin to worship the experience and not God. If this is your pathway what you’re thinking right now is, get on with it so we can Sing!

3. Contemplative.

If you’re on the contemplative pathway you love large blocks of uninterrupted time alone. Reflecting on God comes easy to you and is often just a matter of closing your eyes. God is most present when noises and distractions are removed. This group has the greatest challenge in contemporary society. What happens when a quiet contemplative type meets a chatty relational type and they get married, they become Mr. and Mrs. Forster, no really they drive each other crazy. The difference between an activist and a contemplative is that when the activist says they will call you back that means as soon as they get home or when they have the next free moment. When a contemplative says I will call you back it means I’ll call you back before I die. 

The apostle John has been considered by some as walking the contemplative pathway, his writings are full of metaphor and images of encountering God. Contemplatives often like to journal, the relational never journal, they might dictate to a stenographer but never journal, and activists don’t journal, but they will sell your journals to raise money for a mission trip. The danger for contemplatives is that they miss out on community, which is created for their growth. If you’re on this pathway making time to listen for God’s voice is what you do best.

4. Intellectual.
People on this pathway draw closer to God as they learn more about Him. In this pathway ideas and thoughts about spiritual things are as alive as people; the word “theology” has the same impact on you as the “A free Holiday the Seychelles” does on most of us. Moses said in the central command of the law that you were to love the Lord your God, with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your strength. When Jesus cited this statement he added; with all your heart, with all your strength, with all your soul and with all your mind. If you’re on the intellectual pathway, you are deeply grateful for this addition. Words like apocalyptic, sanctification, propitiation, justification and eschatological sotieriology gives you the chills.  

The apostle Paul had this pathway, the richness of Paul’s thinking especially the works found in the book of Romans has occupied the minds of some of the greatest thinkers for over 2000 years. 

The danger here is that it can be a long distance between your head and your heart. In the church environment it is not always how much you know but how much you care. For this group you feel most fully alive when your mind is growing with thoughts of God.

5. Relational.

People on this trail have a real deep sense of God’s presence when they are involved with other people. If you are on this pathway you loved it when Jesus said where two or more are gathered together in my name, this makes perfect sense to you. People on this pathway can turn a small group of strangers on an elevator into a small group before the next stop. I tend to be in this model, solitude for me is awful. When I was living in Carletonville by myself while a student minister, I got a call from a telemarketer one night, I was so lonely to talk to someone I spent 20 minutes on the phone just chit chatting. People in this category seem to find God in the faces of others. They get excited to hear the unfolding story of God in the lives of those around them. 

Now there danger is that they can grow co-dependent on others. They never learn to be alone with God. Practices like solitude and silence are a stretch for you. People in this pathway lead a relationally rich life, not to mention that they are well-spoken and attractive people ;-)

6. Serving.

People on the Serving Pathway find that God’s presence is more tangible when they are involved in helping others. When you hear Jesus say, “whatever you did for the least of these you did for me” you say right on! These are the Kingdom doers, when they are doing something they feel a sense of God’s delight. There is a great example in scripture of a woman named Dorcas, she only gets a brief description, but in the book of Acts we are told that she was always doing good and involved in helping the poor. We have plenty of people here at BMC that are on this Path! We think of Akani, the door greeters, our AV folks, the worship team, etc., etc. Jimmy Carter the ex American President and chair of Habitat for Humanity (that builds houses for people across the world) once remarked that through serving he has made a greater difference for people than he ever did as President.  

The pitfall for this group is to think they can work there way into heaven. They can get so caught up doing God’s work they can forget to be in God’s presence. This group has a passion for hands on helping and they feel God through their acts of service.

7. Activism.
Another Pathway is the activist pathway; these are folks who have zeal for the work of the Lord. You have a passion to act, when you are in a group that hears a story about injustice, most people are filled with sadness but you begin to get the shakes, ready to spring into action. These people say things like, “Somebody’s got to do something I’m in. Who’s with me?” challenges don’t discourage you, in fact when someone says something can’t be done you get excited! At the end of the day people on the activists pathway want to be able to face God knowing they ran from morning till night giving every effort and zeal to the Lord’s disposal. 

The activist needs a cause, it doesn’t have to be glamorous or visible but it has to demand the best you have to offer. The problem for this group is they can become so consumed they will run off ahead of God and miss the work he needs done. I am so thankful we have activists in this church that push me!

CONCLUSION:  The Pathway approach.

For way too many churches there is a mass-production approach to spiritual growth, this one-size-fits-all approach fails to recognize the uniqueness of how God created you. You may be sitting here this evening and you have just for the very first time realized that God has wired you in a way that will let you draw near to him, for some you have realized that your path has been a combination of trails that led straight to Christ. The key us for is to not suppress these pathways but to embrace them and incorporate them into the rhythm’s of our life. 

What also needs to happen is that we would resist the temptation to envy someone else’s pathway, God made you and wants to use you just the way you are. We also need to remember that there is no pathway that is superior to another. Furthermore, we need to pay attention to those pathways that don’t come as naturally as some do, this may be an invitation to grow in an area of your life. I can’t tell you the number of times people tell me that they can’t pray out loud, usually I ask does this mean you don’t pray, of course, no just not out loud. Well the prayer is what counts… who is in the room is the least of God’s concern, why do you think people close their eyes to pray…we are not praying to the people in the room but to God, closing our eyes helps block out everyone but God. That kind of makes sense, I don’t know if it is true or not but it seems logical, just because you are wired a certain way doesn’t mean we are off the hook for learning to grow and stretch ourselves. 

God wants to have a relationship with you, he wants you to be blessed and wants you to know that you are precious in His sight it’s hard to experience this from far away! I like to think of it this way; if everyone experienced God the same way and brought to Him an identical worship expression then the church would have no symphony, it would be like an orchestra where everyone played the same instrument and everyone played the same note. God’s creation is wildly unique! The symphony of creation has millions of instruments and thousands of notes. 

Jesus Said, “In my Fathers house are many rooms”, not one big room for all of us but a room that is unique to who we are! What I would want you to know is that one was added just for you and I when we became His children, it’s our own Sistine chapel, and it is furnished with the great stories of intimacy and togetherness that we share with the Father along the path as we draw closer and closer to Him. 

In the whole divine journey no one else can walk your pathway, in the whole cosmic choir no one else can sing your song! 

Amen
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