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Texts:    Romans 6:4-14, Luke 24:1-12
Introduction. 

Illus.:  Three guys are standing around the braai talking.  They ask the question, “so what would you want your family to say about you at your funeral?”  1st “I would love them to say he was a good provider”. 2nd “I would love them to say he was a noble and courageous man of God”, 3rd “I would love love them to say ‘Look he’s moving!’”
Illus.:  On February 27th, 1991 Ruth Dillow was at home in Chanuk, Kansas when the phone rang. It was bad news from the Pentagon. Her son, Private First Class Clayton Carpenter, had stepped on a landmine in the Persian Gulf War and was dead. It was an awful, sickening reality to learn that her son would never come home again.

Three days later Ruth received another phone call. The voice on the other end said, "Mom, I’m alive!" Ruth said that at first she could not believe it was the voice of her 23 year-old son, over whom she had mourned for nearly three days. Ruth said, "I jumped up and down. I was overjoyed! You just don’t know how much."  Submitted to Autoillustrator Online by Don Maddox, Granada Hills, CA (SFAPR93)

It seems far-fetched, but it’s a true story. A person who was presumed to be dead was really alive!  Can you imagine the joy that mom felt when she heard the voice of her son again?

This evening we reach the pinnacle of Christian belief as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Just like this story shows how a son’s life brings joy to a mother, so too should the resurrection of Jesus bring life to us!  It is a reality that should bring JOY, joy to every believer!  Why?  Well, let me ask you, according to popular wisdom, what are the only TWO THINGS that a person can be sure of?  Yes, death and taxes!  Well, the resurrection of Jesus teaches us that there is something that is MORE sure than death and taxes, that is LIFE, life in Jesus Christ!

Today we are going to look at some of the GOOD NEWS implications of the resurrection of Jesus.

1. We can put our trust in Jesus Christ.

· Jesus made some startling claims during his lifetime. His claims outraged the people of his time as they do people still today. Jesus declared that he came from heaven. He said that he was more than a great teacher or prophet or miracle worker. Jesus pronounced himself to be God in the flesh.

· Of course not everyone who followed him picked up on this, so Jesus made it crystal clear. In a conversation shortly before his crucifixion here’s what one follower learned:  Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and we will be satisfied." Jesus replied, "Philip, don’t you even know who I am, even after all this time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father." John 14:8-9 (NLT).  Jesus also startled people by claiming to be the only path to unending life.  "Those who believe in me, even though they die like everyone else, will live again. They are given eternal life for believing in me and will never perish." John 11:25, 26 (NLT).  By his statements alone we cannot conclude that Jesus was merely a good man.  There are many people that go around claiming to be God.  Illus.:  I’m not sure how many people have met a person who thinks they are God?  I have, it was clear this guy was not God...  The truth is that we need to weigh the claims a person makes against reality to see if they measure up.  CS Lewis put it like this:

· A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic – on a level with a man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse… but let us not come up with any patronising nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to.

· You see either what Jesus said about himself was true or it wasn’t. There’s no middle ground. Jesus was either a liar, a lunatic or Lord.  We don’t have the luxury of sitting on the fence.  How could we know that he was who he claimed to be? Well, the simplest way of finding out is to test the claims that he made about himself!  If Jesus were truly who he claimed to be he would have to rise from the dead – or else he would just be another mad man succumbing to delusions of grandeur.  In short, the resurrection validates his claims to be God in flesh.

· There’s one undeniable fact about that first Easter morning (at the site of the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem there is something remarkable that impressed me SO much when we were there last year.  On the door of the tomb there is a sign that says “He’s not here, He is RISEN!” dsc00111.jpg; dsc00112.jpg). That Jesus body was missing on that morning is an undisputed fact. No one has ever produced a body. No one has ever successfully refuted the fact that it was missing. However, many people have tried to prove that Jesus’ body was missing, not because he was resurrected.  There are 4 general options:

Option 1: His followers stole the body
· This was in fact the report that the religious leaders circulated when Jesus’ body turned up missing that morning. But is it even plausible? Did these men have the courage and intelligence to steal their master’s corpse?  If you think it’s possible you obviously haven’t read what the New Testament says about Jesus’ closest circle of followers. They were neither cunning nor bold. At Jesus’ execution only one of them had the courage even turn up!  All the others had scattered like scared sheep. They didn’t even bother to bury Jesus, this man they had followed for three years and claimed to love with all their lives. Even after reports of Jesus’ resurrection began to circulate look what his loyal followers were doing:  “That evening, on the first day of the week, the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders.” John 20:19 (NLT).  Does this sound like a group of people who would have enough courage to sneak up to a guarded tomb, overpower well trained Roman soldiers (who were looking for them) and steal the body?

· Not only were they fearful, these men just didn’t understand or even believe in the resurrection. Although Jesus had told them over and over it would happen they never got it and must have concluded he was speaking figuratively.  When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene (so it is true, if you want something done properly show a woman how to do it!  They sure got the message out)  “…She went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it.” Mark 16:9-11 (NIV)

· Initially they doubted, but something happened that changed these fearful men to bold witnesses of the resurrection. Tradition tells us that all the remaining disciples of Jesus, except for one, were tortured and executed for their faith. Each one was given the choice: deny Jesus Christ or Nazareth or die. They all chose death. They saw Jesus, back from the grave, and it changed their lives forever.  Yes, you can argue that people throughout history have died for things that were not true. I’d agree. But nowhere in history do you find people suffering torture and death for something they know is a lie. Logically we cannot conclude that Jesus’ followers stole the body and fabricated the story.

Option 2: The authorities stole the body
· A simple question to ask here is "What would be their motive?" The Jewish leaders and Roman authorities would have loved nothing more than to squash Christianity from the start. They viewed this new sect as an erosion of their power base. Stealing the body would only lend credibility to the movement. That was the last thing they wanted.  Just think what would have happened is they could have produced his body?  Don’t you honestly think they would have done that? They’d have paraded Jesus’ corpse around Jerusalem until it fell apart. They couldn’t because the authorities didn’t take the body either.

Option 3: Jesus didn’t really die
· A number of years ago some highly intelligent person devised the "Swoon Theory." This theory asserts that Jesus didn’t really die on the cross, but merely lost consciousness. As the story goes, when he was placed in the cool tomb he revived and walked out rejoining his disciples and establishing Christianity.  In my mind, this theory takes too much faith to believe. There are too many impossibilities to overcome. Death on the Roman cross occurred when the victim gave in to exhaustion. To stay alive on a cross you have to constantly push your body up to exhale. If you passed out you’d die of suffocation!  Illus.:  I read an excellent, although cruel, story about this theory.  It goes as follows:  Dear Abbey, I am having a problem with a friend of mine at Church who says that Jesus didn’t die and rise from the dead, he merely fainted and regained consciousness.  Dear Miss X, try the following experiment with your friend.  Tie him to a pole.  Wip him to within an inch of his life, press a crown of thorns into his head, then place a heavy wooden cross on his back.  Force him to carry it a couple of Kilometres through the streets.  Finally, nail his hands and feet to the cross and leave him there for three hours.  Press a spear into his side.  After all that take him and place him in a air tight chamber of three days.  On the third day ask him if he still holds to his swooning theory.  Yours sincerely, Abbey.  

· Just for the sake of argument we’ll say that Jesus survived the cross. More questions arise. How did he survive a spear thrust up under his rib cage. The wound was so deep that the pericardial sac surrounding his heart was ruptured causing blood and water to flow from his side. How could a man who had been beaten so severely that his internal organ were exposed and then crucified survive three days in a sealed tomb with no water, food or medical attention? How could a man in Jesus’ condition roll away the huge boulder from the tomb entrance which normally took several men to budge, get past the elite Roman guard, locate his disciples, sneak into a room where they were hiding and then inspire them to risk their lives for his cause? One author said that if this scenario were true that instead of producing courage in his followers, Jesus pathetic image would have inspired nausea.

· The "Swoon Theory" just doesn’t hold water. If you buy it, there’s a bridge in San Francisco that I would like to offer you for a good price!  The truth is that Jesus really died.

Option 4: The Resurrection Is Real! 

· The evidence weighs strongly in favour of this option. Not only was the tomb empty, Jesus made a minimum of 10 bodily appearances after the resurrection.  Also, how else can you account for the radical change in ‘the chosen frozen’, from being locked in the upper room hiding from the Romans, to preaching boldly in the streets, even to the point of losing their lives!  No hoax could ever account for that.  However, all that aside.  There is one further testimony to the resurrection of Jesus.  That testimony is you and I.  I have seen hundreds, even thousands of lives changed.  If Jesus claims about himself were false how on earth could so many people be fooled?  Since that time millions have trusted in the testimony of those first eyewitnesses.

· The long and the short of it is that because of the resurrection you and I can have confidence in Jesus and all his claims because the validity of the resurrection is completely trustworthy!

2. We can have a fresh start.

· Illus.:  I am in no way a participant or a fan of golf, but I’ve learned a few things about the sport by my association with golfers. At the first church I pastured, the men of the church raised money through golf tournaments. The organizer devised some ingenious way to make money at these events. For one thing you had to pay to play. For those who didn’t care to actually be a part of the tournament you could sponsor a hole in honour or memory of someone. Best of all, you could buy something called a mulligan anytime you needed one. What’s a mulligan? If you’re at the tee and make a bad drive your generous buddies might offer you a mulligan. It’s a chance to take the shot over without it counting against you on the score card, of course the worse the shot the more expensive the mulligan.  Our Church Golf days made lots of money, and somehow most people managed to get good scores! It’s a second chance to get a better score. No one knows about your slice except your buddies and the people in the golf cart that your ball slammed into.
· We all need a mulligan for life - a second chance, a fresh start. It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ that makes it possible.  Listen to these wonderful words, “And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.” Romans 6:4 (NLT).  God promises us a fresh start, a completely new life, simply by trusting in Jesus and his resurrection.  The great news is that not only does Jesus resurrection offer us a mulligan, we get it at a great price – FREE!  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  John 1:12 (NIV).
3. We can have the power to live life right.

· Go into any bookshop and you’ll find the Self-Help section to be one of the largest. We all want improvement. Innately it seems that we all have this drive to be better. You can find a book to tell you how to get a job, how to lose weight, how to have better relationships. They all promise to teach how to be the kind of person you only dream about.

· There’s only one problem. They don’t give you the power to make those changes.  What we need is outside help.  Illus.:  Story of little girl whose lovely white dog fell into a muddy ditch.  So she climbs in and tries to clean him with the muddy water.  What happens?  It is only when her mother comes along and gets her and the dog out of the ditch and into a clean bath that they become clean.
· This is what the resurrection does for us. It gives us the power to live life right - the way God intended us to live and the way deep down that we desire.  “The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you.” Romans 8:11 (NLT).  At the risk of being characterized as exclusive I’ve got to level with you. That promise is only valid for believers. Those who take God at his word and trust in the resurrection of Jesus Christ receive God’s Spirit into their beings. Imagine that the power that broke the chains of death and revived the body of Jesus courses through the veins of every person who crosses the line of faith.  Take a look at your hands.  If you believe in Jesus, you have that same Holy Spirit that brought him back from the dead pulsating through your body!  Isn’t that wonderful? 

· If God’s Spirit can defeat death, there’s no habit, no sin, no attitude that can withstand that power. If you want to live life right, look to the resurrection.

4. We can have hope for the future.

· What happens when we die? Do we just flicker out like a flame never to be seen or heard from again? Maybe our lives are the way philosopher Soren Keirkegaard describe. He said we’re like smooth stones. You remember the kind you used to grab and skip across the pond or sea. It would bounce once, twice, maybe three times or more, but then it drops silently beneath the surface gone forever. Is that what happens?  According to the Bible nothing could be further from the truth. Because Jesus was raised from the dead those who trust and follow him will go on after this life.  “But the fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead. He has become the first of a great harvest of those who will be raised to life again.” 1 Corinthians 15:20 (NLT).

· Let me illustrate it in the following manner.  You and I can have a hope for the future because Jesus has overcome the unknown.  We know that if we die and believe in Christ, we can share in the same blessing that is his, resurrection to eternal life!  Illus.:  Vasco da Gamma – Cape of Storms to the Cape of Good Hope!

Conclusion.

It may sounds strange, but it’s true. The resurrection of Jesus Christ really happened. Because of that event in human history you can trust Jesus, you can have a fresh start, you can have the power to live life right and you can have a future that extends beyond death. Now you know all these things. The question is, what will you do with the resurrection?  AMEN.
Dion Forster
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