Is God ever satisfied?  Living everyday for Jesus

Rev Dr Dion Forster

Rand Park Ridge United Church, Easter Mission, 1 April 2007

Texts:  Matthew 21:1-11; Col 3:17, 23-24

INTRODUCTION.

There is that well known saying "The grass is always greener on the other side".  Jack Dennison, in his book 'City Reaching', cites an alarming statistic.  He notes that 7 out of 10 ministers in North America indicated that if they had the skills and resources they would stop their ministries and enter the field of secular employ.  I'm almost certain that the South African statistic is not all that different!  On the other hand I often hear lay people telling me, if only I could retire, or have more free time, I would serve the Lord more, do more for him and the community.  In fact someone summed it up quite nicely a while ago.  After I had preached a sermon on living a life that honours God he said, "That's OK for you, you're a minister.  It is almost impossible to even think of God where I work, let alone honour Him!"

Bob Buford, a successful Christian Businessman in the United States offered some superb advice when he noted "If you want to honour God, don't do different things, just do things differently!"
Illus.:     When my daughter Courtney was in early nursery school, she'd come home each day with drawings, collages, and other projects. Next to her own name she'd scrawl the name of someone she loved--usually Mommy or Daddy, sometimes her granny etc. "I did this for you," she'd proudly say. 

   As I reflect on this, I remember the apostle Paul's exhortation, "Whatever you do ... do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col. 3:17). If Aimee could do every school project for me or for her mom, surely I can do my "projects" for my heavenly Father. Now I often ask myself, Have I written my Lord's name on all I've have done today? 
So, today we are going to look at how we can honour God in our everyday work and home life.  Today's message is entitled "Only on a Sunday? Walking on the Edge!"  We are going to focus on walking in a different place to where it is comfortable to walk.  It is easy to walk for yourself, for the world, remember that road is WIDE.  However, you walk close to the edge when you start working every day for God! I found a couple of lovely quotes on the subject of work:

Confucius said, "Choose a job you love and you will never have to work a day in your life."  Indira Ghandi said, "There are two kinds of people, those who do the work and those who take the credit. Try to be in the first group - there is less competition.".  And then there is my favourite one, "A woman’s work is never done, especially the part she asks her husband to do." - Source Unknown.

Let's start with a basic question:

1. Is Sunday enough?

· How many folks remember the movie "Never on a Sunday"?  It was a little before my time, but I have found that a derivation of the title of the movie has become a fair description of the lives of most Christians.  Today were not saying "Never on a Sunday".  Rather, we are asking the question "Only on a Sunday...?"
· If we are to be honest with ourselves, most of us associate Sunday, this building, perhaps the ministers and pastors, as the 'Church part' of our lives!  Even the very committed Christians among us see this as the highpoint of worship and honouring God during the week.  We look to Sunday as the day on which we will come together to sing, to pray and to bring God glory.  Glorify God completely in one day!  That's quite a lot of pressure to put onto one day.  In fact let's analyse it even more.  For most of us it is not even the whole day.  Perhaps we come to one service on the day.  So we aim to please, adore, thank and honour God in One and a bit hours of one day a week!  Well, truth be told some of us can't even make the whole hour!  10 minutes into the service and we are thinking about all sorts of other things!

· Do we honestly believe that we do here is enough to completely please God?  Would you, as a parent, a grandparent, a spouse, a friend, be completely satisfied if all you received by way of love, affection, attention and appreciation was a few minutes of an hour of one day a week?  No.  And the truth is, neither is God.
· Paul tells us what real worship is, we find it in Romans 12:1 "Therefore present your bodies as living sacrifices holy and pleasing to God.  For this is your spiritual act of worship".  What God requires is all of us as an act of worship.  So to answer the question "Only on a Sunday?"  What do you think?  The answer is NO.  It cannot be only on a Sunday!

2. Does that mean I need to become a Minister?

· This is a honest question!  The truth is that for the majority of people here today this is not the answer.  Remember the little quote from Bob Buford that I read earlier, "If you want to honour God, don't do different things, just do things differently!"  That's good advice!  I have come to find that a lot of the struggle that people encounter comes not from what  they are doing, rather it comes from how they do it!

· Paul gives us similar advice.  Listen to this advice that he gives to slaves!  Surely, they would not be enjoying their work, but he gives them this advice:  17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him....  Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. (Col 3:17, 23-24)
· I have colleagues who thought that the grass would be greener on the other side.  They left their pulpits and got into the secular workplace only to find that everything was not as they had assumed it to be.  In my position as the Dean of the College I have also had the privilege, and sometimes sad misfortune to deal with people who have given up their careers in order to enter the ministry only to find that it was not all they thought it would be.  Surely we are not that shallow that we believe that what we do will dictate who we are?   Surely we are not that fickle that we believe that power, status, money and prestige will be the answer to all our struggles!?  Surely there must be a more lasting, more secure, more permanent solution to our need for real life!  Remember, as we have said before, religion is easy, it is like walking on land, but finding true happiness, true purpose, honouring God truly, is like walking on water!  It is far more difficult.
· The good news is that there is, that answer is to be found in the person of Jesus Christ.  Remember Jesus said:  "I am the way and the truth and the life"  (Jn 14:6).  If we could follow the advice of Paul in Col 3 and do everything that we do for Jesus, the source of life, then I believe we will discover true life!
· So, how have you been trying to change your life, to change your significance?  Have you been living and hoping on a fantasy, that "If only...".  Perhaps it's time to stop dreaming about doing something different, and to take the advice of Paul and start doing things differently!
· The first reading that we read this evening from showed us that our everyday things, creating the furnishings and ornaments for the temple, earning an income to give towards the support of the temple, can receive the blessing and anointing of God's spirit.  So it is not what we do, but how we do what we do, that pleases God. 
3. How can I glorify God in what I do everyday?
· A)  Do everything for God!  Illus.:  Howard Hendriks, in Leadership, Vol. 1, no. 3, said  "It is required of a man that he be faithful, not successful."  Corrie Ten Boom, the Missionary said it even more plainly when commenting on the words of Jesus in Matt 25:21.  She says, " I remember that God does not hold me responsible for success, but for faithfulness."  Jesus never said, "Well done, you successful servant.""  It makes life worth living if we are free from grind, and released to praise and honour God in all that we do, even the tough things! 
· Illus.:  * 42 percent of workers reported that yelling and verbal abuse took place where they worked. 
* One in ten said that physical violence had occurred where they worked. 
* 34 percent had lost sleep because of workplace stress, and 23 percent had been driven to tears. 
* Almost two-thirds, 65 percent, identified workplace stress as a problem for them personally. [And the other 35 percent must have been too busy the answer the question].  According to the American Institute of Stress [I’ll bet that’s a fun place to work], 43 percent of Americans suffer from stress-related health problems.

· How do you do your work?  Do you do it with care and excellence, as if you are doing it for God?  Do you answer the phone, write your reports, create your product, as if you were creating it for God himself?  Take Paul's advice in Col 3:24, and I can guarantee your life will never be the same again! ....  Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. (Col 3:17, 23-24).  If you do everything that you do for God, to Glorify and honour Him, you will not only receive the reward of a job well done, but the reward of the Father's "well done!"  What could be better than that?
· B)   Do Godly things!  Bob Buford also notes in his book 'Half Time', "No matter how much effort you put into the wrong things, they will never be right!" Of course, that well known speaker Steven Covey writes in his book “the 7 habbits of highly effective people” that it is sad to see someone pouring their life into climbing the ladder of success, only to get to the top and find you’ve been climbing the wrong ladder!”

· Illus.:  In "Acts 29," Dr. Terry Teykl relates that one day the mayor of a small city was driving through the city square when he noticed 2 city workers doing something rather unusual. Along one side of the main street, they were working steadily. One of the men was digging a hole in the ground, & the other was filling it back up.  After watching them dig & fill several holes in this manner, the mayor, somewhat confused, confronted the 2 workers & asked for an explanation. "Well, sir," replied the first man, "we work for the city planting trees, & usually there are 3 of us - one to dig the hole, one to plant the tree, & one to cover it up. The guy who plants the tree called in sick today, but," he proudly announced, "we’re here & we’re doing our jobs anyway."

· Some people will need to make some changes not only in how they do things, but also in what they do.  If you are doing something that you know is wrong, it will never bring you fulfilment and happiness until you change your behaviour to fit in with God's will and plan for your life.

· C)  Do things God's way!  If we are wanting to honour God in everything that we do, then we need to learn the lesson of doing things God's way.  Illus.:  It's like the story of two Christians chatting at Church one Sunday when the one man tells his friend: I lost my job because of illness and fatigue.  Second man: Really, how awful!  First man: Yeah, my boss got sick and tired of me!  How often do we see Christians who do things that bring God and the Christian faith into disrepute by the way they behave.  Paul gives us the following instruction:  "3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others."  Phil 2:3
· How do you do what you do?  Would Jesus do your job differently if he were doing it?  As a Christian you should always follow the example of Christ in everything that you do:  show love, exercise Grace, act with integrity AND Give it a rest!

· D)  Do everything with God!  The next thing that we need to learn is that God is not into lone rangers!  We were not designed to do everything on our own.  I am amazed at Christians who don't trust God to grow their business, who don't trust God to lead them in their finances.  I am amazed at Christians who don't pray that God will help them to cope with difficult situations at work!  If you are struggling to go it on your own, perhaps it's time you team up with a partner who will never let you down?  If you are struggling with resources in your work, perhaps it's time you team up with the God who is the creator, sustainer and owner of everything that is?  Listen to Paul's encouragement to the Philippians (4:6-7) " 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."

·  Do you want that kind of peace?  Then you know where to go!  Don't go it alone, go with God!
· E)  Give God glory in everything!  The next lesson we need to learn is a hard one, it has to do with credit.  I have often found my self taking credit for the miracles that God has done in me, for me and through me!  How often do you stop to take stock of the goodness of God in you life, his provision, care and help?  How often do you stop to tell others just how good God has been, and is being, to you in your family, in your company?  How often do you give God glory by sharing the miraculous ways in which he has provided for you, worked out a difficult situation or made a struggle disappear?
· I say, give credit where credit is due.  The Israelites seemed to struggle with the same problem.  Perhaps we should heed the warning that given to them in Deuteronomy 8:11-14 " 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery." 
CONCLUSION.

So, today we have heard that it is possible to honour God more than just on a Sunday, we have heard that we don't necessarily need to change what we are doing, but how we do things.  How do we do that?   Simply by:

· Doing everything for God.

· Doing Godly things.

· Doing things God's way.

· Doing things with God.

· Giving God the Glory in everything.

Illus.:  Let me close with a little story:  A university professor tells of being invited to speak at a military base one December and there meeting an unforgettable soldier named Ralph. Ralph had been sent to meet him at the airport. After they had introduced themselves, they headed toward the baggage claim. 

   As they walked down the concourse, Ralph kept disappearing. Once to help an older woman whose suitcase had fallen open. Once to lift two toddlers up to where they could see Santa Claus, again to give directions to someone who was lost. Each time he came back with a smile on his face.  "Where did you learn that?" the professor asked.  "What?" Ralph said.  "Where did you learn to live like that?"  "Oh," Ralph said, "during the war, I guess." He then told the professor about his tour of duty in Vietnam, how it was his job to clear mine fields, how he watched his friends blow up before his eyes, one after another.  "I learned to live between steps," he said. "I never knew whether the next one would be my last, so I learned to get everything I could out of the moment between when I picked up my foot and when I put it down again. Every step I took was a whole new world, and I guess I've been that way ever since."  The abundance of our lives is not determined by how long we live, but by how well we live.  -- Barbara Brown Taylor in Fresh Illustrations for Preaching & Teaching (Baker), from the editors of Leadership.

Now friends, that’s walking on the edge!

AMEN.
Dion Forster
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