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INTRODUCTION.
Illus.:  "We crucify ourselves between two thieves: regret for yesterday and fear of tomorrow". -- Fulton Oursler

If I were to ask you what one thing was sure fire recipe for success; what one thing could you do to ensure a high rate of fulfilment and success in your life, what would you mention?  Perhaps some of us would think that being intelligent would mean success?  Well, what about Forest Gump?  Perhaps strength and agility?  What about people like Mother Theresa?   Perhaps money and the freedom to spend it?  What about Jesus’ disciples, they seem to have very little of these aforementioned things, money – not really, power – definitely not, strength – nothing to write home about…  Yet, they are so successful that you and I are here in Church today because of the work that they did!

There is one sure fire thing that can help us to get the very best and most out of life.  There is one thing that can set you free from living with regret, that is, the way in which we cope with failure!  

Have you ever thought of how you cope with your failure, and the failures of those around you?  You see, the way in which we deal with failure has a tremendous impact upon our lives!  Tonight we will look at two of the disciples and see how they dealt with failure, and hopefully we will learn a few things about how Christ desires that we deal with failure and so overcome regret!

Which two disciples do you think let Christ down the most?  I think that all of them, and each of us let him down in some way, yet there are two very clear examples of failure amongst the disciples.  Tonight we are going to look at these two.  Eugene Peterson writes of them saying:

Illus.:     Among the apostles, the one absolutely stunning success was Judas, and the one thoroughly grovelling failure was Peter. Judas was a success in the ways that most impress us: he was successful both financially and politically. He cleverly arranged to control the money of the apostolic band; he skilfully manipulated the political forces of the day to accomplish his goal. 

   And Peter was a failure in ways that we most dread: he was impotent in a crisis and socially inept. At the arrest of Jesus he collapsed, a hapless, blustering coward; in the most critical situations of his life with Jesus, the confession on the road to Caesarea Philippi and the vision on the Mount of Transfiguration, he said the most embarrassingly inappropriate things. He was not the companion we would want with us in time of danger, and he was not the kind of person we would feel comfortable with at a social occasion. 

   Time, of course, has reversed our judgments on the two men. Judas is now a byword for betrayal, and Peter is one of the most honoured names in church and world. Judas is a villain; Peter is a saint. Yet the world continues to chase after the successes of Judas, financial wealth and political power, and to defend itself against the failures of Peter, impotence and ineptness.    -- Eugene Peterson, Leadership, Vol. 4, no. 1.

1. Judas’ failure:  Matt 26:15-16; Matt 27:1-5.
· What is Judas’ greatest failure?  No, it is not betraying Jesus, you see we all do that, there is no way that we can deny that each of us at different times, in different ways in our lives betrays Jesus.  There is no way that we can deny this truth (see 1 John 1:9-10).

· Judas did what was quite natural, he did what his human nature urged him to do, that is, to choose his own desires over his love for Christ.  He was so tempted, so weak that he hands Jesus over for 30 pieces of silver.  This was Judas’ sin, choosing his will over his love for Christ.  But friends this is not his greatest sin, his greatest sin only comes after he has betrayed Jesus.  His greatest sin is to be found in Matt 27:5.  This verse shows that Judas had completely missed the point of Jesus whole life.  

· We read in this verse that Judas is so overcome by the guilt and disappointment of his failure, HIS REGRET IS SO GREAT, that he goes out and hangs himself.  He gives up on himself and everyone else around him.  He allows his disappointment and shame at his own failure to overcome him, and so he commits a second sin, he gives up.  Right, we will come back to Judas a little bit later, let’s have a look at another failure amongst the disciples.

2. Peter’s failure:  Matt 26:69-75; John 21:7-9 (NB OUTLINE IS WRONG IT SAYS 27, NOT 21).
· Peter’s failure is no less shocking than that of Judas.  In fact the truth is that Peter does the same thing that Judas does, he denies Christ by choosing himself over his love for Christ (Matt 26:69-75).

· Perhaps Peter’s failure is even more shocking since, unlike Judas, Peter had actually promised Christ that he would never leave him or betray him (Matt 26:35 “But Peter declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you."”).  I think I identify with Peter a lot easier than I do with Judas.  You see Peter intends well, he really does love Jesus and really does want to serve him, yet sometimes he is just too afraid to do it, sometimes he is too weak to love the Lord as he should.

· Perhaps Peter’s failure is more difficult than that of Judas.  You Judas had planned to betray Jesus, and he was going to get a reward for it.  Peter had planned not to betray Jesus, he had planned to die with him if needed, and when it came down to the crunch he couldn’t do it.  How often do we find ourselves in these kinds of situations?  We have promised ourselves, our loved ones, the Lord that we will never do this or that, that we will never hurt them in this way again.  Yet, we find ourselves caught up in sin all over again before we even know it we have committed the sin of Peter.

· Thankfully the story of Peter, as with Judas, does not end with the failure itself.  We read in John 21:7-9 how the story turns out for Peter.  It is quite different from Judas isn’t it?

3. So, what can we learn about failure and overcoming regret?
· Failure is normal:  This is the first thing that we need to realise about failure.  Part of what makes us so ashamed of our failure is that we think that we are the only ones who have ever failed.  There seems to be a dishonesty in the world about failure.  The bible makes it clear that everyone fails (see Romans 3:23).  Remember when I said earlier whilst talking about Judas, that it is not his failure that is his greatest sin?  The reason I said that was precisely because of this point.  Judas’ greater sin is the fact he cannot admit that failure is normal, which is the first step to forgiveness.  He could not believe that others had, and would, fail Jesus, so he looses faith in Jesus.  If only Judas had known the words of 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

· However, look what this text goes on to say next:  “ 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.”  You see, we need to recognize that failure is normal, that does not make it acceptable, but it does make it normal.

· Think about this for a moment:  Judas and Peter knew Jesus, they spent 3 years worth of Sundays with him (that is 26280 church services, or 72 years of church attended every Sunday – more than most of us will ever spend with him!) and they still failed to serve and love him fully.  So friends we need to understand that our failure is normal, not acceptable, but normal.  So the first step to success and overcoming regret is to admit failure!

· Jesus made provision for our failure:  The wonderful news that we so often forget is that Jesus knows our weakness!  Please turn to Hebrews 4:15-16.  “15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

·   You see, because Jesus lived our life he knows our weakness, and it is because of what Jesus had done for us that we can do what?  That’s right APPROACH the throne of grace to find what?  MERCY.  You see this is what makes all the difference between the way in which Peter and Judas deal with their failure.

· Peter had learnt something about the nature of Christ over the three years they had spent together.  So when Peter fails he knows that he can approach the throne of Grace to find mercy, Peter benefits and on him the Church is built.  Yet Judas forgets all that he had seen Jesus doing and teaching.  When he fails, Judas gives up and his story ends there…

· Friends in our failure let us NEVER forget that we have a high priest, Jesus Christ, who know our human weakness and so offers us mercy and grace.  Listen to those wonderful words that Paul wrote in Romans 5:6-8.  “RO 5:6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

·   When did Jesus die for us?  When we were successful and powerful, when we had it all together?  No, v.6 says he died for us while we were powerless, failures.  Verse 8 tells us that this is a demonstration of God’s love to us, the forgiveness of our failure and sin!  If we don’t accept it we don’t accept God’s love!

· Failure helps us to mature and grow as persons:  Peter grows through his failure, he learns the whole point of the life of Jesus.  Judas learns nothing, he remains in sin, even in his choice after failure. 

· We must never forget that God has a plan for our lives, God is in the PEOPLE MAKING BUSINESS, sometimes failure is part of our training… Listen to these wonderful words from Romans 5:3-4.  “but wen also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”

· Our suffering and perseverance produces character!  The best AA counsellors are those who have had alcohol problems!

· Illus.:  NEVER GIVE UP:  We forget Lincoln's road to the White House: Failed in business in 1831, defeated for legislature in 1832, second failure in business in 1833, suffered nervous breakdown in 1836, defeated for Speaker in 1838, defeated for Elector in 1840, defeated for Congress in 1843, defeated for Congress in 1848, defeated for Congress in 1848, defeated for Senate in 1855, defeated for Vice-President in 1856, defeated for Senate in 1858, elected President in 1860.

· Not always, but sometimes God uses our disobedience to teach us a lesson  (cf. Romans 8:28.  When we are facing hardship we should try to discover what it is that we can learn from our failure.  Illus.:     Whenever you fall, pick up something. - Oswald Avery.  Peter learns from his failure and becomes so obedient to Christ that we read that he is jailed (Acts 4), that he does eventually loose his life in service of him (St Peter’s upside down cross).
· The Godly response to failure is confession, healing and moving on with life:  So how will we deal with our failure?  Will we be like Judas, or like Peter?  It is only when we admit our failure and return for healing to Christ (and to the person or persons that we have harmed) that we can hope for life to go on.  Let us always be bold enough to pick something up when we fall!
CONCLUSION.
So tonight we have heard about failure, we have heard that it is normal to fail, that in fact we were designed to have some weaknesses so that we can learn to trust in God.  We have an opportunity now to respond to our failures from the past, to bring them to the Lord for forgiveness and healing tonight.  What will we do with our failures?  I pray that we will be more like Peter and less like Judas.  AMEN.
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