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Introduction

It is a wonderful joy to be with you today.  Rob, thank you so much for inviting me to share at this lunchtime meeting, I truly cherish opportunities such as these!  Today I want to offer something of a challenge to you, and perhaps encourage you to change your mindset about your work, and your love for God.

I have been through a fairly radical change in my paradigm (perspective / approach to) ministry in the last 10 years or so.  You see, about 20 years ago after I came to know, love, and follow Jesus, I felt called to the full time ministry.  So, I did what most persons do who feel called to ministry, I followed the processes of training and eventually ended up pasturing a few congregations over the years.  One of those congregations was the Methodist Church in Coronation Ave in Somerset West.  From the start I knew that this area held great potential!  I would look out over my congregation on a Sunday morning, and visit my members in their magnificent homes, and realize that many of these persons were ‘captains of industry’.  They were leaders in their fields (economics, construction, medicine, government, education etc.)  However, it took the conversion of one my nominal members to truly challenge my view of ministry and Church!

In 1999 I became aware of a group called ‘Nation Building’ through some members of my congregation who worked for one of the leading suppliers of civil and construction services, the Power group of companies.  ‘Nation Building’ was an organization that specifically sought to reach out to the men and women of the construction and civil engineering sector by targeting their questions and needs in a manner that would be effective for them – in other words, when you want to reach a guy who manufactures roads you don’t send someone in a suit!  Rather, you try to find a sports personality, ‘een van die manne’ as we used to say.  One of the persons that we had been trying to reach (along with some others) was the CEO of the Power Group, Graham Power.  Graham was a nominal Church attendee, he would go to Church (normally at the Strand Methodist Church) when there was enough pressure from his elderly mother and his loving wife, Lauren, and if there was no good sport on TV on that Sunday morning.  God clearly had a very significant plan for Graham since there were a number of people who worked for him who had been praying for him, and for him to find a true relationship with Jesus, for some years!  So, he was invited to a breakfast at which the hard hitting (in more ways than one) retired South African cricketer, Peter Pollock, was speaking.  Peter spoke directly about the need to live for more than profits, wealth, and the moment, and he challenged his listeners to understand that there are eternal consequences, and much greater earthly rewards, for living life as it was intended to be lived, for Jesus the King.  Something of that message touched Graham’s heart, and he made the first step of committing his life to Christ.  I had met Graham on a few occasions, since our Church had become quite deliberate about reaching young people (which is a very effective strategy by the way!  If you want your Church to grow invest in Children’s and youth ministry!  Children who are saved can have a remarkable effect on bringing their parents closer to the Lord).  For some weeks Graham had been worshipping at our Congregation, and he had invited me to speak at his company to some of the staff once or twice in that period.  Once Sunday, however, Graham came to me after a service and shared with me that he had committed his life to the Lord (what he calls 24/7/365, that means, his life, his family, his wealth and his companies!)  He was eager to grow and learn, and he was eager to serve Jesus!

This was more challenging that you would imagine!  Here was a hotshot, driven, successful, powerful, wealthy business guy who was coming to me to help him effectively and courageously serve Jesus!  If I can be honest with you, I was scared!  I went to my wife and said ‘Babe, we’re in for a shakeup!’  My first reaction was to say ‘Here’s a guy who is wealthy, he’s grown this remarkable group of companies from nothing – he clearly knows what he’s doing!  Let’s get him to sit on our eldership team, and get him to take charge of the finance committee!’  Thank God I didn’t do that!  I have since thought about that moment frequently!

Can you imagine if I had ‘inoculated’ Graham to the great vision that God had in store for him, by getting him to teach Sunday school or balance the books of my little Church budget!  The challenge is this:  If Graham Power got saved in your congregation, what do you think God would want you to do with him!?  I soon realized that what God wanted for this man was not to use him to turn around my little Methodist Church, rather God wanted me to disciple him to use all of his gifts and abilities to change the economic system of his companies (which is far more influential than my Church), moreover, God wanted to use his gifts, talents, abilities, and experience to change the world!  I remember that very early on in his walk with the Lord, Graham and I went on a two day retreat to the Brede River – Graham’s question was “Should I give up my companies and go into ‘full time’ (pastoral) ministry!?”  At that retreat I prayed like I have never prayed before! 

Thankfully God revealed to us that Graham’s ministry was to be something completely different!  He was called, and set aside (anointed) for leadership and business.  Well, the rest is glorious History!  After watching the first George Otis video in a cell group meeting I ran at his home, he hired Newland stadium a short while later, and the Global Day of Prayer began with 45 000 Christians!  His companies have continued to grow and prosper, and he operates on two clear principles:

1. These are ‘Kingdom’ companies… Everything they do is for God’s Kingdom, and to serve God’s will and bring God glory.

2. In order to do this in the industry they have to operate according to Godly principles – so the companies are ‘unashamedly ethical’ (please see the pledge form).

So, here’s the principle that I want to challenge you with:  So many people live with a ‘what only’ mentality – if only I had more time, if only I had more money, if only I had more influence, if only, if only….  In doing so we miss moments.  Listen to this remarkable quote from Ed Silvoso:

Do not let your occupation block your destiny; instead, allow your destiny to shape your business by turning it into your ministry. 

It reminds me of a story Illus:  I believe this story is true… In a small Texas town, (Mt. Vernon) Drummond’s bar began construction on a new building to increase their business.  With petitions and prayers, the local Baptist church started a campaign to block the bar from opening.  Work progressed right up until the week before opening, when lightning struck the bar and it burned to the ground.  The church folks were rather smug in their outlook after that, until the bar owner sued the church on the grounds that the church was ultimately responsible for the demise of his building, either through direct or indirect actions or means.  The church vehemently denied all responsibility or any connection to the building’s demise in its reply to the court.

As the case made its way into court, the judge looked over the paperwork.

At the hearing he commented, ‘I don’t know how I’m going to decide this, but as it appears from the paperwork, we have a bar owner who believes in the power of prayer, and an entire church congregation that does not!’

How often don’t we miss the power of God to bring about change?  How often are we so short sighted that we cannot see that God has a powerful will to use us where we are, right now!

4 Questions:

1.  Is there a God?

2.  Does God care?

3.  Does God care for me?

4.  Does God care about what we do?

So, here are the 5 paradigms that I want to talk about that could help you to glorify and bless God in your work and business:

Paradigm 1.  Discipleship is about more than just individual Christians (i.e., one can disciple families, businesses, industries, communities and even nations according to Matthew 28:18-20)
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”﻿
Paradigm 2. Wealth and work have been redeemed and so they must be reclaimed for Christ’s Glory and honour.  When Christ redeemed creation (Col 1:16-17 and Eph 1:10) it included the marketplace and work, so we must not live with the false paradigm that wealth and success are not God honouring!  Rather, they become God honouring when we turn them over to God’s perfect will and purpose for the renewal, transformation, and healing of individuals and societies.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in﻿h﻿ him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. (Col 1:15-17)
as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  (Eph 1:10)
Paradigm 3 - Every Christian is a minister  (not just pastors, priests etc.) and labor and work, when done for Christ and His purposes, are worship (Col 3:23-24).

Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your masters,﻿k﻿ 24 since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward; you serve﻿l﻿ the Lord Christ

 (Col 3:23-24). 

Paradigm 4 - We are to take the Kingdom of God to where darkness is, and Jesus will build his Church there (salt has to get out of the salt shaker)... We tend to think that we need to bring the darkness of the world into ‘light spaces’

(e.g., bring sinners to Church) in order for God to be blessed.  The Biblical principle is quite different, it is about taking light INTO darkness, and scattering salt among decay (not about putting meat into salt shakers, but getting salt out of the salt shakers onto the meat)! (Matthew

5:13)

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

 14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 (Mt 5:13-16). 

Paradigm 5 -  True transformation must be tangible (and so the fruits of ‘serving’ Christ in our business must also be tangible and visible).  One of the primary indicators in our context is the removal of poverty.  Where the hungry are fed, the naked are clothed, and people’s lives are changed through our Christ honouring labor and work, people will see something different (there is a vast difference between those who submit their businesses to mammon and those who work and live for Christ!)  Matthew 6:24, and Luke 4:18 ff.

“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.﻿  (Mt 6:24). 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

 because he has anointed me 

 to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

 and recovery of sight to the blind, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 

 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

(Lk 4:18-19)
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.spirituality.org.za" ��http://www.spirituality.org.za� - pleas see Ed Silvoso’s 2007 book ‘Transformation’.  That is the basis of this talk.





