Everybody is remembered for something…  Not fit for consumption?
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Introduction.

Illus.:  How many people here have those great little cup holders in their cars?  Aren’t those things just GREAT!  They provide me with HOURS of entertainment.  The one that I have in the VW is a sort of techie one, you press it and all the bits sort of fold in.  I can’t tell you how many times I have been stuck in traffic, and I have given thanks to God that ‘my friend’… THE CUP HOLDER has been with me…  You know what they say, small things amuse small minds!

Believe it or not, but there is a real link between the cup holders in my VW and the Church at Laodicea!  Do you want to know what it is?  Well, stick around, it will all become clear in a while.

Tonight, however, we are looking at the last of the 7 Churches in the book of Revelation.  This Church had the grim distinction of being the only Church about which Christ had nothing good to say!  Think about that for a moment, this was not a city, or a town, or a club – about which Christ had nothing good to say!  No, this was a CHURCH, and Jesus could find nothing on which to commend them!  That is pretty sad!  As I looked at my own life, I wondered if Jesus could say anything worthwhile about me?  The sad thing is that there are many Christians, and many Churches, about whom the Lord cannot say anything commendable or good!

A quick bit of background about this city, it was founded in 250BC by Antiochus of Syria and named after his wife Laodice.  Its importance was due entirely to its position, or location.  It was situated on the most important trade route in Asia which ran from the coast to Ephesus.  Laodicea was situated in a valley, and so the road had to pass right through the middle of the city.  One would enter by the Ephesian gate and exit by the Syrian gate.  This in itself would have made it a great trade city (almost like an Ultra City, or a place like ‘Riviersonderend’).  If you needed anything along the way to your destination this was your last stop for a long time.  Also, if anyone ran out of cash, or their good became cumbersome before reaching their destination this would be the place to sell them.  

There are a couple of other features that made this city noteworthy:

a)  It used to be a fortress:  This left it with one serious handicap, all of it’s water came by an underground aqueduct from a spring about 10 KM’s away.

b)  It was a very wealthy banking centre.  In fact it was so wealthy that after the city was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 61, the wealthy citizens of the city rebuilt it it with their own funds and refused any financial aid from the Roman Government.  No wonder they could boast of their wealth and that they needed nothing, not even God!

c)  It was a great centre of clothing manufacture.  It was every Australian’s dream! The sheep in the area had the most beautiful and shiny black coats  and so the city was famous for the outer garments that it produced from the wool, called the Trimita.  They were so proud of these garments that they didn’t even realize that they were naked in the sight of God!

d)  It was also a well known medical centre (by the way all of these things are quite consistent with a prominent trade city):  They were famous for two things, ointment for ears and eyes.  They were so convinced of their skill in healing eyes, that they had lost sight of just how blind they had become.

This city embodied many of the things that so easily relate to an place where there is success, influence, wealth and self dependence.  Paul put it this way in 1 Cor 10:12 “so, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!”

Now, the challenge for us, as for the CHURCH
in Laodicea is this:  In the midst of a community that is successful, wealthy, self assured, well dressed, healthy etc.  what makes us worthy enough as Christians, and as a Church, for Christ to say anything commendable about us?  

Think about this for a moment, if Jesus came in to your school, your office, or set up a little office in your neighbourhood and invited every single person you are with to come and sit with him for an hour of feedback about your life, would Jesus be able to say anything commendable about you?  Would there be anything that would make you stand out, shine out, be different?

Well, let’s see if we can learn something to be just that from a church that struggled to get it right in a society not too different from ours.

1.
What is your use? (vv.15-16) 

The first, and most prominent, problem that the Christians and the Church at Laodicea fell pray to was that they had lost their purpose!

We can read about this problem when we read vv. 15-16.  We must remember that when Jesus speaks to us, he will very often use our frame of reference to help us understand our problems.  Here Jesus speaks to the Church at Laodicea in a way that they will clearly be able to identify with.  Remember I told you that they had 

One HUGE problem….

That was, their water supply.  The city was founded strategically on a trading pass, it was decided to place it there because of power and authority it could influence and attain through being on a trading route.  However, that choice meant that it had to get water in from elsewhere (10 KM’s away).  Now water in those days was not piped in via clean and useful metal pipes….  No, it ran in a stone carved aqueduct, sometimes covered, sometimes exposed.  So, often in summer when the water reached the city it was not fit for consumption!  It could not be used for what it was intended.  It had been heated by the sun, it was luke warm, and so could not quench the thirst.  

Jesus comments that they host nor cold.

a.
Hot – healing (Hierapolis):  The word used here for hot is the Greek zestos, which means boiling hot.  The Hierapolis, which was the temple and Medical centre nearby the City was well known for its boiling water that had healing qualities (for arthritis etc, almost like at Warmbaths and other places like that).  The water was soothing and comforting.  Because it was boiling it had a very clear purpose and use for the citizens.

b.
Cold – refreshing:  Next Jesus speaks of them not being cold.  The exact meaning of the word is notable.  The Greek word psuchros means freezing cold.  It is cold, not in a negative sense like “I am feeling chilly”, it is cold in a very positive sense “It is just so hot!  I wish I had an ice cold tall glass of freezing cold coke to take away my thirst”.

What Jesus is referring to here is being with a purpose.  Here is a Church, and here are Christians, that had no real purpose, sure they were a Church, sure they were Christians, BUT SO WHAT?  What can the Lord say about them?  In fact the only thing that he can say about their lack of purpose is that it makes him SICK.  The word spit – egmeno means vomit.

Remember my cup holder?  I often leave a bottle of water in there.  When I climb in to the car to drive form one meeting to another, it is hot, I wish for something refreshing (that the bottle of water which I bought for that purpose would offer me), yet when I taste it, it is luke-warm.  Ever had that?  Taste’s terrible doesn’t it?  In fact it is even worse it is a flavoured water!  Sometimes it tastes so terrible it makes you want to ….  Well, let’s just leave it there!

When Christ looks at you, as He looked at the Christians in Laodicea, does he see you fulfilling a purpose, the purpose for which he created you?  Often preachers have said that you have to be EITHER hot or cold (referring to your faith) in relation to this section, when in actual fact it refers not to faith, but to what you DO WITH YOUR FAITH.  Do you make any difference where you spend most of your life, most of your time? Are you piping in streams of LIVING WATER that can bring healing to those around you, and refreshing and renewal to those who long for it?  What are you doing that Christ could look at and say, you are truly doing something worthwhile with your faith!  Or, do you have just enough flavour and just NOT enough heat and fervour so that you leave nothing but a bad taste?  Remember, where you position yourself counts!  You can position yourself only for wealth, for work and success (like the city did), or you can place yourself close to streams of living water.  

Remember, everybody is remembered for something!  What will it be for you?

2.
On what do you pride yourself? (vv.17-18).

The next mistake that the Church at Laodicea made was that they placed their pride in the wrong place!  Their wealth became the source of their poverty!
Humanly speaking it could be said that there was not a more prosperous area in Asia Minor, spiritually speaking, Christ comments that there is not a more spiritually impoverished Church in the region.  Jesus uses their items of security and pride to show them where they need to make some changes to TRULY live and BRING life!

a.
Gold:  Jesus tells them to buy Gold refined in fire.  Wealth can do many things, but there are things it cannot do.  It cannot buy happiness, it cannot buy health, it cannot bring comfort in true sorry, or heart felt friendship in real loneliness.  Money is not a bad thing in itself, but if all that you have to face life with is your wealth, then you are poor indeed!  Jesus says that the richest persons on earth are those who will have learned to face joy and hardship, people who have been tried by all manner of struggles, and through Christ (by placing their most valuable things (their time, their energy, their best love, and even their wealth) at his disposal) found joy in living!  The wealthiest persons alive are those who have found what it is to find joy and life, not by having, or achieving, or even wanting, but by truly living!  Then it doesn’t matter what you have or don’t have, you can be truly alive!  If you are prey to your possessions tonight, ask God to give you freedom to truly live!  Freedom to choose to be free!  God wants to give you Gold that cannot be valued, it is priceless.

b.
White clothes:  This city was so proud of the way it looked, the luxury garments had become their source of pride.  Yet, Jesus says that they are ashamed because of their nakedness.  In the ancient world this was a much worse thing than now.  One of the most humiliating things was to be stripped naked.  Enemies would often be threatened that they would be treated like slaves, humiliated and paraded naked through the streets to bring them shame (See Nahum 3:5 “I will let the nations look on your nakedness, and your kingdoms shame.”)  On the other hand to be clothed in the finest clothes was a sign of great honour.  Like today, people where often measured on face value, someone who was valued and cared for would either have, or be given the best robes to wear (like Joseph who was loved by his Father, and the Prodigal son who returns (Luke 15:22).  Jesus points out that there is little purpose in dressing your body beautifully if your true being, your soul, is dressed in rags.  We can all attest to this, not all the finest clothes and makeup and plastic surgery in the world can compensate for a person whose inner being is bitter, broken and twisted.  True beauty for Christ, and for the world, does truly come from within.  So, why not get your priorities right tonight?  Why not look at investing yourself not in your outer appearance, but take some time to invest in what lies within.  Come to Christ to receive a pure white, spotless and beautiful inner being!

c.
Salve for your eyes:  The last thing Jesus says is that they pride themselves in that their eyes were the best in the world because they had easy access to great healing salve.  They thought they could see, but in actual fact they were blind.  There is great wisdom in this.  So many people think that they see themselves, and the world, as things truly are.  However, it is only when they hit a crisis, when they can’t make a decision, when they are faced with a challenge where they can’t see the future, that they look for someone else with REAL vision to help them.  I want to say if you want to be the very best that you can be, the most effective, most significant, most blessed person alive, get someone with REAL VISION to help you see yourself and the world!  Daily ask Christ to show you yourself and the world as they really are, to show you the opportunities, God’s faithful care, solutions to problems, upcoming threats etc.

The long and the short of it is, take care that you don’t become self dependant.  We were not designed to be that way!  Life will not be easy (v.19 – rebuke), but I can tell you on whose side I want to be when things are going tough, and it is certainly not mine!  Perhaps you need a few things to change tonight.  And this relates to the last point.

3.
Into what rooms can Jesus go? (v.20).

Remember who this is written to!  So often we apply it to people who don’t yet know Christ.  Who is it written to?  It is written to Christians, to a Church.  Isn’t it amazing, the Lord of the Church is standing at the door knocking!?  He can’t get in!  I wonder how often Christ looks at our lives and feels left out?  I wonder how often he knocks and says “I feel like a stranger, can I come in!”

Illus.:  The community we lived in in Grahamstown where we were the only white couple.  People felt comfortable enough to simply come in, to use anything and go anywhere!  Of course it did mean that we had to keep it neat and tidy (no dirty socks lying in the lounge)!  

Where can Jesus go?  Must he have an appointment?  Is he waiting?

a.
Remember the reward! (v.21)  First in verse 20, Christ promises to sup with us, and we with him.  It’s almost like those invitations where you have had a friend over for a braai at your house, then they invite you to theirs.  When you get there you realise that they don’t just put logs on the fire, they have a jetmaster, a plasma screen for the Rugby, an airconditioned lapa etc.  We always stand to gain so much more from serving Christ!  More than we could ever give in return.  Jesus promises us that our faithful love of him, will win us a great reward.  I just want to point out that this narrative is framed in relational terms!  What we win is not our salvation, but the joy of living our salvation!  Jesus says he stands at our door and knocks (it is about a relationship, about knowing him, and being known by him).  It is in that act that the greatest reward comes!  However, it is hard work!    For it to happen you need to overcome! 
b.
What do you need to overcome?

CONCLUSION.

So, the Lord promises us a great reward!  But we need to avoid what happened to this Church of successful, prominent, bright and wealthy people!  

1) We make sure that we are living our purpose!  Hot enough to heal, cold enough to refresh those that we are with.  Even though each of us is located in the world, our primary location should not be for the world, but closest to the streams of living water!

2) Take care where you place your pride, your hope, and your security.  Don’t get it caught in wealth, don’t get caught on looking good without being good, and trust someone who has the best vision you could ever find.

3) Lastly make sure that you KNOW Jesus and that he KNOWS you, well enough to go into any room of your life!

THEN, you will win the greatest reward of all, true life!  AMEN.
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